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New School Year Begins
By Morgan Mills--Welcome to the 2021-2022 new school year at Trinity
Catholic School. While we are still under safety guidelines to keep
everyone safe from Covid, we are so happy to be back. We have several
new staff members in our school this year. You can meet each of them in
this edition of the Trinity Times. We have a new principal as well, Mrs.
Merola. The first Friday of the school year, we had a small gathering
called, “Popsicles with the Principal,” so families had an opportunity to
meet her. We are so happy to have our 3 year-old preschool students
back with Mrs. Farella teaching them. Most exciting is that all students
and teachers are back in their own classrooms this year. Our latch-key
program, now named “The Kid Zone” is also back up and running.
Everyone is doing their part to stay safe and healthy by wearing masks
everyday. Here’s to a great school year!

New Year, New Principal
By Alex Allain--I recently had the opportunity to speak with the new principal of
Trinity Catholic School, Mrs. Merola. As a sixth grade student here at Trinity
Catholic School I have gotten the chance to meet our new principal, and she is
great! Mrs.Merola is a very kind, and smart person. She lives in Syracuse with her
husband Steve and her cat Charli. Mrs. Merola has a 28 year-old son named
Matthew. She enjoys reading, traveling, and musical theatre, and she especially
enjoys spending time with her extended family. Prior to working here at Trinity
Catholic School she worked as a principal for a school in Syracuse, and as a
classroom teacher there too. She decided to work here at Trinity Catholic School
because she had worked at Catholic schools before and values the importance of
Catholic education. She is enjoying her time here at Trinity Catholic School, we
hope that we have done our best to make her feel welcome. Mrs. Merola is
planning to relocate to Oswego in the near future to be closer to the community.
Regarding Covid, Mrs, Merola stated, “We all need to recognize the importance of
following all of the school policies and procedures that we have in place to keep
everyone safe. Hopefully, we will be able to continue with In-Person Learning
throughout the school year, but we also need to be prepared for any changes that
may be required.”

Mrs. Merola hopes to
safely add back
more enrichment
and extracurricular
activities this year.
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Introducing: The Kid Zone
By Sophia Otokiti--Due to Covid restrictions last year, Trinity
Catholic School was unable to safely offer latchkey. This year,
however, latchkey is back with a new name ”The Kid Zone” and
a new supervisor, Miss Emily. The Kid Zone is available to K-6
students as well as full-day 4 year-old preschool students.
Morning session begins at 7:00 AM and goes until the bell rings
to start the school day. The afternoon session runs from school
dismissal until 5:00 PM. Afternoon snack is provided to any
student attending The Kid Zone. Some activities that the
students can participate in include puzzles, crafts, and coloring.
Students will also have an opportunity in the afternoons,
weather permitting, to play on the playground. To keep everyone
safe and to provide adequate supervision, parents must register
the days they plan to utilize The Kid Zone a month in advance
with the school office.

Monthly Virtue
Our virtue for the month of September was
kindness.
In a world where you can be anything, be kind.

September 4th Mrs. Flack
September 15th Mr. Joeckel
September 17th Mrs. Merola
October 10th
October 13th
October 20th

Mrs. Annal
Mrs. Pasco
Mrs. Baer

Editorial
Back to Lunch
Last school year, due to Covid,
we had to eat lunch in our
classrooms.This year we are
able to return to the cafeteria. I
have a few thoughts on this. It
is good that we get to move
around the school more and
we can talk to our friends if we
have our masks on. However,
some things I don’t like about
being back in the cafeteria is
that there's more noise and it's
harder to hear your own
friends.
Probably the best
reason I think it is good to be
back is because now we can
go straight to recess.
--Nicholas Docos

Editorial
Back to Specials
Last school year, we had special
area classes in our grade-level
classrooms due to Covid. This
was not the best because we
didn’t get out of our classroom all
day except for recess. This year
we are back to going to the
special area classes in their
classrooms.
I like this much
better because we get to move
around the building a little bit
more and be in different rooms. I
really like being able to go to gym
this year and play games with the
football and run around in the
gym.
--Michael Geiss
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Meet the Staff

Mrs. Gurney
Mr. Joeckel
By Giada Smith
We would love to welcome Mrs.
Gurney to Trinity Catholic School! Mrs.
Gurney works three jobs at Trinity, and
we’re all very grateful for the hard
work she does! Mrs. Gurney is
married to her husband, Justin, has
two daughters, Allie (11 years old) and
Samantha (7 years old). Mrs.
Gurney’s family recently got their first
puppy they named Everest. Before
she joined the Trinity family, Mrs.
Gurney worked at Wiltsie Construction
and did payroll and accounts payable
for 10 years, but has been a stay at
home mother for the last 7 years. Mrs.
Gurney wanted to work here at Trinity
Catholic School because both her
daughters went through the preschool
program and she’s always admired it,
so Mrs. Gurney was excited to
become a part of both the Trinity
family and the preschool program!
She is really happy to be working with
Mrs. Farella and Mrs. Gurney also
loves helping with the 3 year olds!
Mrs. Gurney lives in Oswego. What
our beloved preschool aide, lunch
monitor, and recess monitor is looking
forward to the most this school year is
seeing the growth of the 3 year olds
from September-June! Thank you so
much for your hard work and
dedication to Trinity, Mrs. Gurney!

Miss Teetsel
By Matilda Tunis
Miss Teetsel is our new first
grade teacher at Trinity
Catholic School. She lives in
Fulton New York. She enjoys
time with her family and
friends, reading, watching TV,
and playing board games.
She is so happy to be here at
this
close-knit
school
community where she can
teach
amazing
young
students about God and other
real world skills. Before she
came to Trinity she worked in
Tully (about an hour away) as
a fourth grade substitute
teacher and at the Fulton
elementary schools.
Her
dream job has always been
to teach. We are all so happy
that she has decided to
spend her time here at Trinity
Catholic School to help us
learn and grow. We all hope
she enjoys her time at Trinity
and gets to teach many
students to come.

By Hollie Meyer
We would like to welcome Mr.
Ryan Joeckel to our Trinity
Catholic School family. Mr.
Joeckel
is
the
new
instrumental teacher here at
school. He studied music
education at the College of
St. Rose in Albany, NY. Mr.
Joeckel spent some time
living in Texas where he
performed with the Lubbock
Concert
Band.
Upon
returning to New York, he
was a substitute teacher at
several local school districts.
Mr. Joeckel was excited to
join Trinity Catholic School for
its welcoming, positive and
healthy environment. Mr.
Joeckel brings some exciting
new programs to our school
with the addition of string
instruments and orchestra, as
well addition of third grade
students
having
the
opportunity to begin band a
year early with orchestra.

Photography By:
Chloe Carson
Wilson Metcalf
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Miss Bye

Mrs. Kearns

By Anna Canale

By Kaelyn Bond

Miss Bye has been a teacher for the
past five years. This is actually her
second year as the third grade
teacher at Trinity. Miss Bye has
taught third grade 4 out of her 5
teaching years. Due to Covid last
year, most students and parents
didn’t get to know her. Miss Bye grew
up and still lives in a small town
called Cato here in New York. She
currently lives there with her three
dogs which to her are her children.
She graduated from SUNY Oswego
with both her Bachelor's and
Master's Degrees. In Miss Bye's
spare time she likes to read and
draw. She also coaches JV girls
basketball for Cato-Meridian. Miss
Bye wanted to work at Trinity for the
smaller community atmosphere. She
wanted to feel like she was a part of
a school community that cares about
each other, and treats each other
with respect. Miss Bye’s class was in
the gym last year, so she loves
being in her own classroom this year.
She is looking forward to doing more
activities that she could not do last
year.

Mrs. Kearns joined Trinity
Catholic School this year as our
new Physical Education teacher.
Mrs. Kearns is a mother to two
boys and one girl. She is a fan of
the Buffalo Bills and attends
most of their games. Before she
came to work at Trinity Catholic
School, she was a Juvenile
Probation Officer. She came to
work at Trinity because she has
heard positive things about the
Trinity community. She also
enjoys working with kids and she
thought
being
a
physical
education teacher was a good
opportunity for her. Mrs. Kearns
enjoys
walking
and
has
competed in more than fifty 1/2
marathons. She also works out
everyday
at
the Amnesty
Crossfit. Mrs. Kearns has been
enjoying her time at Trinity so far.
She is working to learn all of the
students' names and some of the
little things about each student.
She is looking forward to getting
to know all the students here at
Trinity.

Mrs. Gould
By Zachary Maines
Mrs. Gould is so happy to have
joined and be working at Trinity
Catholic School She has really
enjoyed her first few weeks here as
a preschool teacher’s aide as well
as a recess monitor. Mrs. Gould
has been married for 11 years and
has a 5 year old daughter named
Grace. Her family has a cat named
Maggie. Mrs. Gould loves summer
and especially enjoys going to the
beach and camping with her family.
She lives in Oswego and has a
very short commute to work
everyday. Before coming to Trinity,
She was a stay at home mom and
prior to that she spent eleven years
teaching preschool. She’s always
loved working with children She is
excited to get to know each of the
students more throughout the
school year.

Photography By:
Chloe Carson
Wilson Metcalf
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Spotlight--Music in Our School
Gabby Martin--This month’s spotlight is on Music in Our School. Last school year,
we welcomed Mrs, Fenn as our new general music teacher. Mrs. Fenn lives in
Oswego with her husband and twin sons. Mrs. Fenn has been teaching music for
seventeen years and was excited to join Trinity Catholic School after her sons had
been attending school here. Last school year, due to Covid, Mrs. Fenn was unable
to teach classes in her own music room, she had to travel to Priory Hall or the
grade-level classrooms. She is very happy to be in her own classroom this year
with music decorations and instruments for the students. Last year, the proceeds
from the Turkey Trot were dedicated to building our music program. Mrs. Fenn
purchased eight Orff instruments (barred instruments) and will be able to teach the
students to use them. She also purchased many classroom instruments such as
tambourines, hand drums, wood blocks, wooden agogos, sand blocks, bells, guiros,
egg shakers, and a cabasa.
We also welcomed a new instrumental teacher to Trinity this year, Mr. Joeckel. Mr.
Joeckel has opened up some new opportunities for Trinity students, orchestra and
third grade string lessons. Students in third grade will, for the first time have the
opportunity to play an instrument at school. String instruments have also been
made available to any fourth, fifth or sixth grade students who are interested as
well.
Due to Covid, at this time, we do not have plans for a band, orchestra or choral
concert. However, Mrs. Fenn has indicated that other options are currently being
explored to allow for the students to showcase their talents.

Book Review
by: Nora Newell

Mrs. Fenn with her
twin second grade
boys, Andrew (left) and
Michael (right).

Movie Review
by: Brody Pauldine

This month’s book review is Flora and
Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo. This book is
about girl named Flora and a squirrel
named Ulysses. They go on exciting
adventures. This book would be good for
people who like comedies. It has a lot of
funny pictures and chapter titles. The book
is partially written like a comic book. Kate
DiCamillo was awarded the Newbery
Medal in 2014 for the most distinguished
American Children's book for Flora and
Ulysses.

This month’s movie review is Space Jam.
This movie is hilarious and is based off of
most people's favorite cartoon characters,
the Looney Toons! It's about when the
Looney Toons and Lebron James (aka the
Toon Squad) go up against the Goon
Squad and if the Toon Squad loses they
will get deleted! You can rent this on
Amazon, Hulu or HBO Max for $3.99. In
my opinion it's definitely worth the money
so if you wanna watch a funny movie this
is definitely one of the best!

Rating: ★★★★

Rating: ★★★

